BEST SELLERS 


BI-WEEKLY REVIEW SERVICE 


Published the Library, University Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. Subscription Price, $2,00; 
Single copies, ten cents, 


Editor 
Eugene Willging 


Associate Editors Contributing Reviewers 
Austin App, Dorothy Lynn 


(In Service) Francis Ullrich 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. (In Service) 


Vol.2 No.26 Copyright, 1943 March 17, 1943 
Eugene Willging 


Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index 


This service intended solely for persons 
responsible for book selection and reading guidance 


Levine, Issac Don, Mitchell, Pioneer Air Power. Duell, Sloan 
Pearce, Feb. 26, 1943. 


Mitchell, Pioneer Air Power military aviation biography 
the colorful figure William Mitchell who fought desperately 
for the recognition air power America leading military 
weapon, The author gives comprehensive treatment Mitchell's 
entire military career which began with his enlistment private 
the Army the outbreak the Spanish-American War and ended 
with his court-martial which was confirmed Calvin Coolidge 
1925. However, the book does not end here but shows how 

csrried his for air power until his death. the 
author's purpose show how Mitchell gained his experience 
aviation, present his ideas the potentialities air power 
and America's need for it, and finelly tell the story his 
fight for the recognition aviation revolutionary military 


weapon, 


The book begins with few chapters concerning Mitchell's early 
military career Signal Corps officer the Army Cuba, the 
Philippines and Alaska. was the Signal Corps that first 
saw the use the airplane reconnaissance, but was not until 
was Europe military observer during the Balkan Wars that 
his imagination was fired concerning the significance air 
The author then tells Mitchell's World Wer experiences France 
and his skillful handling the limited power had his 
command. was here, for example, that planned the 


tion troops sir for lightning behind-the-lines action but 
the war ended before had chance try it; however, 
fully demonstrated this operation after the war. 


There follows lengthy but interesting treatment Mitchell's 
after the war (while was serving chief 
the air service) for the recognition air power 
weapon equal basis with the two other armed forces and which 
thought should all under unified command. every oppor- 
tunity expounded the potentialities air power, its advan- 
tages over armies and navies which would ineffective against 
other modern military powers unless they controlled the air above, 
and frequently expressed his that the battleship was out- 
moded and thet would much more economical end much more 
effective militarily for the U.S. build planes instead 
ships. But despite several tests which sirplanes were pitted 
against battleships (with astounding results) navy officials remain- 
unconvinced and him appeared that they tried distort and 
suppress the facts relating the tests. was obvious him 

that the Nevy and War Departments were bent relegating aviation 
very minor position adjunct the two established 
military forces. was then that began write snd "talk 
beck" presenting the fects the public saw them--and unfor- 
tunately was not very tactful. Obviously the bitter 
opposition his the military forces whose views were 
different. This fizht with his led his 
court-martial the grounds But Mitchell had 
sense guilt for felt that the facts should known despite 
official censorship and that was his patriotic warn the 
people America's avistion backwardness, 


The are presented detail. Mitchell 


the central the affair end does not hesitate speak his 
mind the trial always did. was for time question 
whom trial, Mitchell the War and Departments, 

brought again for airing all the things which had 
demned before his the end was 
Although the court-martiel was blow him was 
and continued write end hold the public's atten- 
tion. 


The author stresses the point that various times during his 

Mitchell warned rising military power and the 
last few years his life warned repeatedly Japan's ambitions. 
predicted conflict, Japan's conquest large 
territories, her attempt attack America directly through 
Alaska, her treachery. 


Despite all the opposition hed throuchout his 

the opinion the author that more than any other 
One individuel and that but for his courage his mind 
military aviation America would almost have and that world 
events might have some different turns these last few years. 


This book one heros recommended for 
Some readers msy diseppointed that the author's style 
not more dramatic the description Mitchell, the "storny 
petrel", However, the factual snd auotes from 
Mitchell's writings and speeches from official documents. There 


bibliography Mitchell's writings the end the book 
which will some interest. Meny readers cannot but reflect 
after reading the book that Mitchell has since been vindicated and 
thet wes indeed prophet things the air end thet 
was true air power. 


Joseph Harper, Ph.D. 


Howe, Helen. Simon and Schuster, Feb. 1943. 315p. 


$2.50 


the first World ex-soldier Jim Hurd France, 
disgusted with the Wer and particulsrly with the Old Glory "rostrum 
thumping and band pleying" attitude those home the U.S.A. 
(To get the same fecling read Diary, They Were 
Expendable with Stillwell and with the news 
stories about the the strikers, the ration growlers, 
al.) wrote Young Glory show wer the battlefront. 
seller was born and its less 
eritic than Lyon Phelps. But the promising soon 
succumbed opportunism the daughter magazine 
magnate contrast his esrlier sweetheert 
Leverett), who had shered his idealism Barbara Ramsey was pure 
materialist, extrovert, coarse, frank her talk (cf. 
86, 95) through whose diary discover the 
high society. Their breaks after with 
sensual, artist-gigolo Girl Jim's life 
publisher's assistant, ghost writer, lecturer, cynical 
tually Connie somewhat counterpart Leverett but 
lacks her humanitarianism and interior confidence and 
Jim's association with her reveels desire return his 
But this effeir quite one; leaves 
Connie for million heiress; Connie plunges out 
window after mailing her diary Jim. Her suicide terrific 
jolt his "New England Finally the the 
story, Dec. 1941, the wheel full circle; again 
sre the verge The author Young Glory now with 
the "rostrum thumpers", and his 
declaration that "there was question wes 
Again the country was approaching whan "the whole head 
sick end the whole heart 1:5). 


The Whole Heart. 


The Whole Heart subtle satiric transmitted 
concession opportunism end into decedent 
vividly written, often smusing (note the the 
luncheon "given" the Johnson Lecture its stars the 
platform), well end well The device the 
story through and the four women Jim's life 
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Hooker, Rufus Ship's Doctor. Whittlescy House, 1943. 
2.50 


Ship's Doctor Rufus Hooker covers field medicine which 
far has escaped the attention medicel authors. The ship's 
surgeon prectices medicine environment entirely different 
from thet all other doctors, environment tends more 
towards the dramatic but nevertheless has its own 
aspects. Although Dr. Hooker writes his edventures during four- 
teen the profession yet seems lack sense the 
dramatic which mekes the book merely happenings 
spite the excellent the author had. 


Dr. Hooker covers things ell 
Anong those might single out worthy mention his scription 
how became ship's surgeon, the sections dvaling with 

his disgust with romence cruises, the the 
and the illnesses predominent the world. 


There little attempt style, the book being merely straighte 
forward account incidents the life Ship's doctor. There 


Moats, Alice-Leone. Blind Mars. Doubleday Doran. 


Blind Date Mars the personal account and attrac- 


tive journelist, chance became attached the party the 


American Ambassador Russia some first hand reporting 
conditions that for Colliers weekly. 


The book not corresnondent's report. The author 
vas content becone acquainted with prominent 
persons who knew what was her, her tells 
little more than could from the casusl conversaiion 
interested tourist from the re-hashed accounts from yester- 


The reader vill admire the deternination that carried Miss 
through her venture agsinst odds which were the 
result her indiscretion, but vill not impressed her 
activities and observations vhich little any indication 

imnortant nor her interpretetion events, which 


betray lack insight. 


The book may best described entertsining account good 
time thst was enjoyed very ths midst the very 
serious business vorld conflict. Occasionally tribute the 
the indonitable spirit the Poles, end the steadfastness and cour- 
the inefficiency the Allies who not the Will win 
Overcone such obstecles leck and fall 
short all-out wer effort. socia’ conditions does 
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Miss Moats sojourned the Far Zast, the 
and Africa, but she gives vivid unified account 
any the countries Little nore than her own personality 
revealed the 486 pages. Facts that are presented carry the 
impression opinion even hearsay. 


Blind Date Mars may read the adult for light enjoyment. 
not recommended for the reader because 
snart interjection vulger the occasional irrever- 
ent use the Holy Name. 


House. March 278p. 


Reynolds, Quentin. Dress Rehearsal; the Dieppe. 


Anyone with sentimental longings engage commando raids will 
derive very satisfying vicarious baptism fire from this book. 
Reynolds, war correspondent for Collier's and author 
Only the Stars Are Neutral, went nerson vith the Diepne 
tion, had his dental bridge knocked out exploding shell, and 
should therefore know whereof 


For the first few chupters the author slowed the 
minefields his unimportunt recollections the prelim- 
inaries the expedition; but once has the ships near the French 
coast there action a-plenty, vith the unfortunste ap- 
parition the Nazi tanker. This vessel, four five 
hed not been included the the dress rehearsal 
invasion. When discovered No.3 unit about 
above Dieppe, the show began from the wrong end. 


Mountbatten's »lans vent avry some other respects, snd for nine 
hours the Nazi batteries, snipers, and dive-bombers threw 
everything they had the commandos. But th: had, the 
main, effected its purpose. had jarred the Nazis seriously, 
forced them call reserve from the 
most important all--had taught some lessons, the 
fruit was evident the North African invasion few 
months 


The best part Mr. Reynolds' volume his very keen and skillful 
commentary these lessons from our errors Next 

value, perhaps, the tightly-reasoned exnosition th: enormous 
difficulties the sscond front the West. 


Recommended for readers seeking non-technical but crystal-clear 
and thorough the coestal invasion the sea- 
team. least while the shooting on, really 

high-tension story for sdult. 


Joseph Durkin, S.J, 
University 


Rickenbacker, Cane Through; Rickenbacker's 


They could not have through, but they did; there 


Eddie Rickenbacker, plain, terse, and hard, tells how seven men 

reft the mid-Pacific fought death for days with 
practically nothing but their granite-besed 
tion not give up. This short volume stirring salute 
clear and shining human bravery, and world which 
needs much realize its own capabilities for courage. 


With their food supply reduced one apiece per day; with 
drinking water; with open vounds, bodies broiled blistered 
the sun, end minds and break from the small- 
ness hope, what thoughts? .... say 
all truth time did ever doubt would saved.... 
The was full fish, snd could catch (p.39). 


his rescuc, Captain Rickenbacker continuzd his visits our 

operational bases the Pacific. some grim details 
our there, and, the deep end insight born 


Seven Came Through volume for any American who believes 


All royalties from the ere donated the Army 
Aid Trust Fund. 


Durkin, 
University Scranton 


Scribner, March 


Taylor Caldwell's The Arm end the Darkness story France 
the days the Cardinal Richelieu and the Hugenots. The author's 
main theme somewhat confused but general she seems in- 
sisting that the Catholic Church has always allied herself with the 
powerful and evil throttling human liberty and thet freedom 
dignity could never Eurone, because that land was 
weighed down with the burden history, but needed new world 
which undergo development. She also postulates that 
such humen freedom could deveiop only under the aegis what might 
called Protestantism rather the self- seeking 


Protestantism thst time. 


the story opens Arsene Richepin, son the Vaubon, 
wounded and fleeing from the Musketeers after the 
latter dispersed force meeting Les Blanches, secret 
Huguenot organization young noblemen under the leadership the 
Comte Paul Vitry, idealistic young Arsene 
emotional Huguenot voung, adventurous end typical rake- 
helly nobleman the tines. his takes 

refuge the home Francois Grandjean the poorer slums 
Paris and nursed back health Francois his granddaughter 
From the Grandjeans their priest, the Abbe Mourion, 
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Arsene learns something the oppression the lowcr classes and 
the inherent dignity and rights all men. This stirs him 
but has little effect until his friend Peul Vitry con- 
tinues his education the same matters and Arsene 
ize that these rights must protected for all his 
reformstion not complete until near the end the story and for 
long time Arsene stumbles about mentsl morass which the 
reader soon 


Louis Richepin, brother Arsene, priest end private 
tary Cardinal Richelicu. Louis was cold, vindictive and evil 
his hatred all men and his detestation 
had entered the Church find security, and 
love which had not found elsewhere. his not find- 
these things turned vindictively upon considered the 
his faith. Finally Louis became convinced that all things 
were monstrously evil, conviction that led even his denial 
God and utter Louis hated because the latter 
possessed their frivolous father's love and because Arsene's 

loose worthless life and his even looser the 
Through the network cspionage Louis had 
learned Arsene's activities and warned him discontinue but the 
gradual dawning reason makes Arsene more than ever determined 
pursue his course the limit his 


Jean Armand Plessis, Duc Richelicu and Cardinel the Holy 
Roman Church enters the story many occasions when his power 
tics for the preservation France are described. His one devotion 
was France, united France which there would strong cen- 
tralized governnent and Frence which would secure 
domination either Spenish, English Austrians. The Cardinal 
depicted man convinced the evil humen neture and the folly 
trving better it. somewhat serdonic student humanity 
stands the sidelines pulls the strings which make the pup- 
pets act according his wishes. even the folly 
his own work but nevertheless on. order secure 
unity continued the Edict Nantes the 
Huguenots while same whittling down the powers the 
Catholic nobles order those the Crown. The 
Olics were pictured plotting with the Hepsburgs, the Huguenots 
with the English end Dutch, each order the downfell 
the other. While pursuing hig own course Richelieu side 
off against the other course masters both, being utterly 
unscrupulous with the morelity his ections the means 
uses. this aided Father the much maligned 
mystic, who even pictured concert with 
Louis, sexual liaison the end Anne whereby 
the Queen told her virtue ths Cardinel return 
for his promise the Rochelle. 


Arsene been betrothed the frothy and flighty Clarisse 
and althoush suspscts himself love with Cecile 
unsuitability thsir the Louis has 
love with Clerisse's sister, end sexual 
relations finds which lessens his However when she 
becomes more than Paul Vitry has initi- 
ated his estates experiment which frees his 
treats them kindly cauals and sttempts stimulrte them into 
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thinking. When the Cardinal hears this instigation 
Father Joseph sends Antoine Pecilli, malevolent and evil 
pricst who cunningly undermines Vitry's work and incites the 
ignorant murder their beloved Arscne gathers 
bend Huguenot nobles and wresks dreadful vengeance the 
peasants also rescuing Cecile who had been living with her grand- 


The finelly determines sttack Rochelle and Arsene 
fight its elthough that the cause 
was lost. deserts who with child end 
Cecile flees after unwillingly killing Louis duel pro- 
voked the latter. Through Cecile, who pictured noble 
understanding girl, Arsene finds some mersure gradually 
where humen dignity end freedom unfettered the hates 
and ambitions the old world. 


The Arm and the confused written book, 
centrel theme but the ettempts de- 
trends her logic her humen 
nature poor and her another book The Strong 
exert influcnce her life. There little convincing 
puppets, jerkily end without litera- 
ture the work poor, sdventure its diluted the 
author's obsussion with evil and history She tokes 
settled end definite policy the Church. All her accusetions are 
old and heve been disproven other Among things 
accuses the Church suppressing attempts liberty, 
fomenting the Jews being the most 
evil force the world. The old cenards the are 
the end Queen end Mergucrite end Louis nor does 

find much bleme Arsene's conduct deserting lawfully 
wedded wife live with Cecile. The entire book vicious 
and not for recommendation any 
Class 


Belden, Jack. Retreat with Stilwell. New York, Knopf. March 


—— — 


1943. 


"For five davs more, General Stilwell led across the mountains, 
increasing his dailv rate march from fourteen twenty-one miles, 
until burst out the jungle and nis report the 
Burme War, 

"The Japs ran out said. 

were licked." 


The ending this book, Stilwell, the 
this review because strikes the kevnote, sounds 
the note defeat, realistic statement, typifies the 
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spirit Stilwell which never condemned others even when all 
the blame fell elsewhere. Similar They Were the 
story loss, this time the Britis colony Burma. Jack 
Belden, the Time correspondent, does thorough piece 
work transcribing fully the various steps that led the loss 
Burma. Not satisfied with mentioning the mere details bsttle and 
retreat, analyzes the causes the loss Burma and the defeat 
the British and Chinese armies. 


Nowhere else the literature this war this reviewer read 
closely reasoned and classic the reasons for defeat 
Belden gives beginning with the first reason for 
defeat, "the internal structures Britain and Anerica; their con- 
tradictory positions Fascism and their 
subject through direct rule silent acquiescence." 

minces words condemning the British colonial policy and 
particularly its nake even the 
ations, e.g., the lack lateral through Burma, the 


Yet not think that this technical book military 
analvsis. author has blended perfectly his militery knov- 
ledge, which not inconsiderable, with descrintions native cus- 
toms, the soldiers the front, the officials civil and mili- 
ete. were impressed with the strong morale Doc- 
tor Gordon end his native nurses. The 
often frenk describing some sexual customs, e.g., his mention 
the disrepute which virgins were held, recent 
and the with which the girls invited 

him companionship, and passim). 


urge adults read Retreat with Stilwell. excellent 
placing the blame where belongs, not solely upon the 
the field but slso upon those end London who try 
their deception until too late. fine ter- 
rain map great assistance. 


Don Passos, John. Number One. Mifflin, March 1943. 
50, 


This novel supplements Adventures Young the account 


Glenn and his affilistion vith 
the ending with his death Spain. One Glenn's 


brother Tyler the character through life 
Number One, Homer Crawford portrayed. 


"Chuck' was fron modeled closely 
upon Long. fluent who shrewd roly 
upon the Bible vrofound that 
there's more radicel economics the Bible thos2 
hour dav night, and good-fellow, rises from 
the the and has directed even higher. 
Through Tyler, his confidentiel close-up 
the rising politician and his Thers Jemes, who 
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began for Chuck's autobiography and later 
oped into obnoxious columnist, not bail pay 
there Norm Stauch, gambler own:r houses 
fame, there Jerry tvans, developing any 
state the state's exvense and Jerry's profit; there are 
the gorillas who act bodvguard, there are the many 
girls with whom and and the bovs consort; 
there Ann, wife who usad One for his 
own onds much use screw driver. She one 


This background story the life politician re- 
snt the ways the Crawfords but its and ob- 
scenity and unsuitable for any but mature 
adults despite the fact that Tyler realized helping "Chuck" 

hed sold out the end wes willing pav the 
giving his 


Green, Anne. Just before Harper, 17, 1943. 


France will rise again its core, common still 
sound and although has marred the surface yet 
virtue the plain people and their attempt meet the situation 
which will result inevitably the rebirth nation. the 
quist the conqueror, all possible aid the 
allies and progrem until the day 
sympathetic story during ths years before and 


history. The bogen their career 
Americans shortly the Civil Jack and Amanda 
Zurope conduct cotton and live. Their 

son merricd but both end his wif: were during bombard- 
ment the first world war and infent 
was left reared only the French 
not forget her American nationslity and the traditions 
her neople. addition her French upbringing was thorough that 
she acquired equipped kit adopted cousins, aunts and 


When Amanda died the late thirties and was left alone 
the Americen her sought from the closely knit French 
familv life into which she would have been absorbed her adopted 
relatives. She becomes intimate with set decadent and 
ate pseudo-intellectual snobs and moral bankrupts who ridiculed ell 
that was true and good clean the French life and 
patrons new order, order which when came them 
for the parasites trouble came France, 
these individuals were much more interested seving their own 
skins than they were working for the common order 


implement her had secured vosition with 
fashionable catered the whims foibles the 


social 


However, when the real disaster came ond wer fcllowed the 
almost incredible sweep the Germsns through France, 
realized the her position and, breakine with her set, 
threw herself into wer the limit her ebilities. The sor- 
row end suffering the French altered her spirit that she iden- 
tified herself completely with the land her She 
from Paris and through Frence her 
their misery and finally the South reunited with 
Blanchard, mining engineer with eidetic memory, she had 
met family dinner some tine before whom she had fallen 


love. 


wed her when must devote his life underground activity, they 
escape hidden whose ere facing 
and devote their small capital 
obtaining food for the community and make vrovision for the com- 
ing winter. Thev sre sort honeymoon, 
chain whose links end pass information 


the storv ends. 


wer story, 
reassurance. 


Before Dawn somewhat mild and for 


and but Miss Green devotes her mejor efforts 
the positive the storv, the reel mettle end 
temper French 154-155 she has brief but 
clesses who, seeing their world them, sought 
cram much sensual into their moments 
brief remarks which could conceivably interpreted 
the book and the cited not seem 
the the book for adult 


The February Catholic Book Club Selection, reviewed 
our issue Februsry 3rd, Lother's Another 


Sun. 


This the last issue Volume Two. Those who have 
subscribed the Service will receive their 


second issue under separate cover. sre grateful 
for the which this new service 
hes been 


April 1942--March 17, 1943 


Note: the number parentheses after the reference 
indicates the category which the book placed follows; 

II. Recommended for adults only because slightly 
moral incidents because content and stvle too 
advanced for adolescents. 

for general but for 
discriminating adults 

IV. Not recomnended eny class reader 
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Nordhoff, Men without country. June p.76 (I) 

The sound 30, p.164 (IV) 
The lest time saw Peris. 27, (IV) 


Peattie, Forward the nation. July 22, p.99 (I) 
Priestley, Black-out Gretley. Feb. 
Proctor, Turnine Nov. p.216 (IT) 
Prokosch, The conspirators. Jan. 20, p.271 (IV) 


(III) 


p.256 (I) 


(I) 


(I) 


Rame, from Feb. 17, p.285 (IT) 

Rawlines, Cross creek. Apr. 

Ray, Doctors the mind. p.170 (II) 

Raymond, The that overtook Christ. (I) 
Revnolds, Dress rehearsal. Mur. 17, p.306 
Reynolds, Only the stars are neutral. July (IT) 
Rice, came out the eighteenth century. Nov.25, 
Rich, took the Nov. 25, p.229. (I) 
Rickenbacker, Seven cane bhrourh. Mar. 17, p.306 
Richter, Cromwell. Oct. 28, (IIT) 

Riess, High stakes. p.105 

Rinehart, Haunted lady. June p.65 (I) 

Roberts, One small candle. Aus. p.104 (IT) 

Roberts, Center the web. Apr. 29, p.32 (I) 

Romulo, saw the fall the Philippines. Feb. 17, p.284 
Sandoz, Crazy horse. Dec. 

Saroyan, The human comedy. Mar. p.289 (I) 

Sayers, and Kahn, Sabotage. (I) 
Schlauch, The gift tongues. June 10, (I) 
Schnitt, The gates Aulis. Mey 13, (IV) 

Seghers, The seventh cross. Sept. lo, p.140 (IT) 
Silone, The seed beneath the Aus. 19, 
Sinclair, Wide the Jen. 20, (IV) 

Skinner, and Kimbrough, Our hearts were young and 

Nov. 25, (I) 

Last train from Berlin. Sent. 16, p.153 (IT) 
Sorensen, little lower then the 27, p.58 (IT) 
Get thee behind me. Sent. 16, 
Standish, The three Dec. p.237. (IT) 

Stern, The young matriarch. Oct. 14, (IT) 

Stern, The drums Aug. 19, 
Stong, One destiny. Nov. 25, 

Street, Tap roots. July p.87 (IV) 

Suckow, New hope. Apr. (I) 

Terrell, Plume Sept. (IT) 

Tolischus, record. Mar. p.297 (IT) 

Wer and July p.83 (IT) 

Trumbull, The raft. p.112 

Tucker, The man Miss Susie loved. Nov. 11, p.208 (IT) 
Turnbull, The must dawn. Oct. 28, 
Upfield, Murder down under. Jan. p.259 (I) 

Van Doven, Dacey Hamilton. 28, p.191 (II) 

Van Loon, Van Loon's lives. Sept. 30, p.163 (IV) 

Yan Siller. bomb. p.276 (IT) 

Vance, Reprisal. Nov. 11, p.212 (I) 


The killer and the slain. 13, (II) 
Waugh, Put out more flags. May 27, p.55 
Wellard, The snake the Sent. p.172 (II) 
Werfel, Song Bernadette. May 13, (I) 

Twilight France. ».210 (II) 

White, They were expendable. Sept. 16, (IT) 
Williams,B. Time peace. p.206 (IT) 
Williams, Second sowing. Dec. (I) 

Carry Oct. 28, ».198 (II) 

Wilson, Ambassadors white. June 24, 
Wolfert, Battle for the Solomons. Jan. 20, p.270 
Wolff, shift. Nov. 25, p.231 (IV) 

The edee darkness. Apr. 29, 
Islandia. 13, p.38 (IT) 

Young man the vorld. Nov. 11, p.215 (II) 
Yenni, for the Apr. (II) 
Young, about the house. Sent. (IT) 


